34-6                                VENETIA.
* and I mnst travel quickly, for in less than a month ! must be in Sicily.'
* Sicily !  Why are you going to Sicily ?'
Captain Cadurcis smiled. ' I am going to join a friend of ours,' he answered.
* Plantagenet ?' she said. Captain Cadurcis nodded assent.
' Poor Plantagenet!' said Venetia.
' His name has been on my lips several times/ said George,
' I am sure of that,' said Venetia.   ' Is he well ?'
' He writes to me in fair spirits/ said Captain Cadurcis. 'He has been travelling in Spain, and now he is somewhere in Africa; we are to meet in Sicily or Malta. I think travel lias greatly benefited him. He seems quite delighted with his glimpse of Oriental manners, and I should scarcely be surprised if he were now to stretch on to Constantinople.'
* I wonder if he will ever return to England/ said Venetia, thoughtfully.
* There is only one event that would induce him/ said Captain Cadurcis.    And then after a pause he added, ' You will not ask me what it is ?'
' I wish he were in England, and were happy/ said Venetia.
' It is in your power to effect both results/ said her companion.
i It is useless to recur to that subject/ said Venetia. 1 Plantagenet knows my feelings towards him, but fate has forbidden our destinies to be combined.'
* Then he will never return to England, and never be happy.   Ah, Venetia! what shall I tell him when we meet? What message am I to bear him from you ?'
* Those regards which he ever possessed, and has never forfeited/ said Venetia.
* Poor Cadureis!' said his cousin, shaking his head, l if any man ever had reason to be miserable, it is he.'
* We are none of us very happy, I think/ said Venatia,